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and that representatives of the nation should have sovcreigr,
power, except that those represented reserved to their owr
decision the following subjects: (i) matters of religion, (a) im-
pressment for military servier, (3) punishment for participation
in the late differences, and (4) equality before the laws, which
'must be good, and not evidently destructive to the safety and
well-being of the people". These were declared to be native
rights, to be upheld against all opposition whatsoever.1
Both papers were discussed for a fortnight in the council of
the army, in the presence of the field officers and of two officers
and two agitators chosen by each regiment. The debates are
of the utmost importance, not only because they gave all sorts
and conditions of men opportunities to explain the principles
for which they had fought, but also because? they reveal the
existence of fundamental differences in outlook* The higher
officers, like Cromwell and I ret on, tended to be conservative,
particularly in social questions, while the inferior oflicers often
professed a rather doctrinaire radicalism or even levelling prin-
ciples* These differences were overcome, now and later, by the
masterful personality and general popularity of Oliver Crom-
well, but they persisted and ultimately endangered the pro-
tectorate.
On the first day Sexb}% one of the agitators, explained why
they had drawn up the Agreement. It was essential to act
quickly, for ho far they had ^dissatisfied all men. Wee have
laboured to please a kingc, and I thinkc, except wee goe about
to cutt all our throatcs, wee shall nolt please him; and wee have
gone to support an house which will prove rotten studds,2 I
meanc the parliament which consists of a company of rotten
members*,3 Thereupon Cromwell shrewdly remarked that the
Agreement was framed on the notion that it was possible to
make a complete break with the past and to fashion a brand-new
constitution. To the objection that the difficulties were great
the reply might be that faith e&uld overcome them, Yet it should
be remembered that *wee are very apt all of us to call that faith,
that perhaps may bcc butt carnull imagination, and carnal!
reasonings*.4 Moreover they must be true to the engagements
already made in the declarations issued in the name of the army;
 *	Gardiner, Constitutional Documents, p, 333,
 *	'Studds*, i.e. the upright* in a lath*and»plft«tcr wall,
a The Clarke Papers, ed« C, H, Firth (iSgx-igoO* i> aa?-8.        4 Ibid,, p. 338.

